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Via Lingua® 

 
 

TEACHING ENGLISH ABROAD: 
 IS IT FOR ME? 

 

TEFL and the TEFL world: 
An Introductory Overview 

 
 
 
What is a TEFL Certificate?  
 
A TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) certificate is an internationally recognized 
qualification, which allows you to teach English abroad in most private and public schools 
worldwide.  You will also hear it referred to as TESOL Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) or TESL (Teaching English as a Second Language) certification course.   
 
Why should I take a TEFL certification course?  
 
English is now the language of the world.  Across the Internet, in business, in tourism, in any 
situation where two people do not share another first language, in every country and every corner of 
the world, you will hear English spoken.  Consequently, you have a skill, which is in enormous 
demand.  It’s a skill that you’ve developed unthinkingly over the course of your life and now use 
every day without even considering it.  It is also a skill that billions of other people worldwide lack 
and are desperate to possess.  Whether you are a schoolboy in China, a student in Greece, a banker 
in Berlin, a secretary in St. Petersburg, an accountant in Brazil, a hotel owner in Morocco, a travel 
agent in Prague or even a pensioner in rural Spain or Portugal, chances are you are looking for 
someone to teach you English.   
 
Whether you believe that teaching English to non-native speakers of the language whilst living in 
different surroundings and a foreign environment is going to be a long-term career for you, or 
whether you’re simply eager to travel the world for two or three years and are considering this 
option as the best means of funding your travels, you’ll find it very hard to get a decent job abroad 
without this certificate.  Even more important than this, however: it’s important to remember that 
just being able to speak a language is not the same as being able to impart that language to someone 
else.   
 
What will I learn?  
 
You are not required to have had any previous teaching experience.  During the four weeks of a 
TEFL course, we teach you the techniques of classroom management and teaching skills.  We study 
the intricacies of English Grammar and Phonology.  You’ll be put into the position of the student 
and be taught an unknown language by a native speaker of that tongue who will not speak English.  
You’ll study and discuss every aspect of teaching with highly qualified and experienced trainers.  
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Most importantly, you’ll teach real classes of local adult students.  Each of these classes will be 
observed by one of your trainers.  Detailed post-lesson feedback and analysis is given and problems 
dealt with in a thorough and professional manner.   
 
You cannot and will not emerge from a month long course as a person with nothing more to learn 
about the teaching of the English language.  What we will do is impart to you the necessary basic 
skills and confidence to start you out successfully along what many find to be a highly rewarding 
and fascinating new road.   
 
Is one kind of TEFL certificate better than another? 
 
Many companies worldwide offer TEFL certification courses.  Whilst there is no one international 
moderating or validating body for the issue of TEFL certificates, there are certain, strict 
internationally accepted guidelines (laid down by such bodies as BATQI and the British Council), 
which regulate the industry.  In order to fulfill these guidelines, any TEFL course MUST include 
the following:  
 

1) At least 100 hours of tuition, usually over a period of 4 weeks.  
 

2) At least 6 hours of observed classroom teaching practice. 
 
The course at Via Lingua significantly exceeds these standards (120 hours of tuition and 10 hours of 
teaching practice).  We obviously believe that the program we have developed over a period of 
many years and now offer at 13 locations around the world is the very best of its kind in the world 
today.  The course is tough and intensive in nature whatever your background, you will need to 
work hard, be prepared for possible setbacks and a wide range of new challenges – as well as attend 
classes for up to 10 hours per day.   
 
Where and with whom you choose to take your certification course is obviously a very important 
choice.  Don’t rush into a decision. It is of course an advantage to take your course in or near the 
location where you plan on first working afterwards.  It is important to remember that employers 
will want you to have had as much practical face-to-face teaching experience as possible.  Above 
all, contact as many different course providers as you can think of.  If you are dissatisfied with 
answers or service, go elsewhere.   
 
Why should I choose Via Lingua? 
 
Via Lingua is one of the world’s largest and most well established TEFL certification providers.  
With offices and branches in 13 different countries worldwide, we are well placed to offer the most 
suitable location for you and, through our enormous network of international contacts, will be able 
to help you find a job in your chosen destination AFTER completing the course.  All of our courses 
are constantly moderated to ensure the highest standards and we take great pride in our professional 
reputation among teachers and employers around the world.   
 
You will also receive a comprehensive job guidance service during the course.  This includes 
training in writing a TEFL CV/resume, information on the TEFL world and job market in general, 
interview techniques, individual job guidance sessions with an on-site counselor, and lifelong job 
assistance upon request.  Once you are a Via Lingua graduate, you are always a Via Lingua 
graduate.  We hope you will keep us informed of all aspects of your future teaching career.   
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We are also in a position to guarantee employment to all successful graduates in a number of 
countries after successfully completing the course.  These include, but are not limited to, the Czech 
Republic and Eastern Europe, Latin America, Russia, China and the Far East. 
 
Where can I teach with a TEFL certificate? 
 
In short: anywhere in the world.  In certain countries a university/college degree is also a standard 
requirement in order to obtain a work visa.  For this reason we do normally expect you to either 
have or be in the process of obtaining such a degree.  At the very least, you should have a sufficient 
level of education (A levels, High School etc.) to enable you to attend a university/college course.   
 
How much can I earn? 
 
Wages vary enormously from country to country, though in general, the standard of living you can 
expect as a teacher of English is good.  Throughout the relatively cheap countries of Eastern 
Europe, wages are well above the national average and usually run between USD/EUR 500 and 
1000 net monthly.  In pricier Western European countries such as France or Germany they will be 
double though you may find that your standard of living remains the same.  In many countries in 
Asia, it is possible to earn much higher wages (up to EUR/USD 3000 per month) or in lucrative 
markets such as Saudi Arabia, more still.   
 
Many schools will also help you find accommodation and either pays your airfare or a further 
month’s salary as a bonus upon completion of your contract.  More specific details of any country 
or area, which particularly appeal to you, will be discussed with you during your TEFL course at 
the Via Lingua center you choose.  
 
Which countries am I likely to be able to find work in?  
 
Exactly which opportunities are open to you at the beginning of your TEFL teaching career can 
depend on a number of factors.  Firstly, your nationality and the nature of the passport you hold.   
 
If you are a UK (or other EU) passport holder, you will of course have an advantage whilst looking 
for teaching jobs in the EU.  No work visa or red tape is involved and in most cases the school 
simply employs you through a similar process to any of their local employees.  As an American, 
Canadian, Australian or New Zealand teacher, the opportunities vary enormously from country to 
country.  Greece is the biggest TEFL-teaching market in the world.  In Germany, Italy or Portugal, 
finding work is generally easier as compared to Spain or France.  Many non-EU (also many British) 
teachers elect to first gain some valuable experience by teaching in Eastern Europe for 6-12 months 
before trying to brake into the EU market.  Prague is a favorite starting location.  Once you have 
one or two decent references on your CV/resume, many more doors will open up.   
 
There are, of course, opportunities for non-EU nationals to find work as teachers in Western 
Europe.  A large number of teachers work in Spain: some without ever obtaining the necessary 
working visa: a fact to which the authorities seem to turn a blind eye.  There are also an increasing 
number of American Language Schools (including the Via Lingua school in Florence, Italy) across 
Western Europe who makes a business of employing teachers from the US and Canadian to teach 
North American English.   
 
In North and to a lesser extent, South America, the situation is generally reversed and the preference 
is for American teachers.  Here, likewise, however, especially in Mexico where Via Lingua runs its 
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American operations from Guadalajara, teachers of all nationalities should be able to find 
employment with our help.    
 
In the Far East, opportunities are almost boundless.  Japan, Korea, Taiwan and China all have 
burgeoning and increasingly lucrative markets for newly qualified English language teachers.  In 
South East Asia there are numerous schools willing to take on native English speaking teachers for 
both long and short-term contracts.  In the Middle East, highly paid jobs are available for more 
experienced teachers and those who are prepared to accept the cultural differences of living and 
working in a very different (but fascinating) society such as Morocco or even Libya or Saudi 
Arabia.  In Sub-Saharan Africa, numerous volunteer positions are also available.   
 
As you gain experience, your world opens up even more.  Within a year or two’s teaching and some 
decent references in your file, there really is almost no country in the world to which you cannot 
travel and expect to find yourself employable.   
 
 
 

 

 
“Maria Pia” beach 
 

 
Historical centre 

 
 
 

�

ALGHERO – 
Easily reached 
via RyanAir.  
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Via Lingua® 

ALGHERO 
 

COURSE DATES AND FEES 2008 
 
 
Courses will be offered on the following dates: 

   
       

June 9 – July 4, 2008   September 12 – October 10    
   

        
     

CTEFL Course Fee:   €1,350.00 

There is a €275.00 non-refundable deposit due upon receipt of your application. The 
remainder of the fees  must be received by wire transfer or bank draft at least three weeks 
before the start date of your chosen course.   

 

CTEFL Housing Prices: from €400.00* per person 

*Shared room in shared apartment 

When you ask Via Lingua to arrange your housing, you are required to pay a €100.00 non-refundable booking 
fee. There is a cancellation penalty equal to 15 days rent if you cancel your housing arrangements once they have 
been confirmed. Housing costs may be paid in cash or Euro traveler’s checks and are due on the first day of the 
course 
 

CTEFL Books (recommended): 

Methodology:   The Practice of English Language Teaching, J Harmer, (Longman)  €40.00 
 Grammar:   English Grammar in Use (Intermediate), R Murphy, (CUP)   €35.00  
 

Payments should be made to: 

Istituto Bancario San Paolo di Torino Sede di Firenze 
Via de’ Vecchietti, 22r  50123 FIRENZE 
Account Number 6475 - Istituto Americano/American Language Center 
Swift Code: IBSPITTM650    IBAN IT30 Y010 2502 8001 0000 0006 475 
BIC 01025  02800 1000000 6475  Cod. ABI 1025 CAB 2800 CIN: Y 
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Via Lingua® 

ALGHERO 

 
ACCOMODATIONS IN ALGHERO 

On request, Via Lingua will book housing accommodations.  Accommodation options can be within 
walking distance of the school or well connected by public transportation -- your accommodations 
will never be more than a 20-minute bus ride from the school.  If you book accommodation through 
us, we will inform you of the accommodation address and the name of your landlord a few weeks 
before the beginning of your course. You may check into your housing on the Sunday before the 
beginning of your course.  Check out is the Saturday after the completion of the course. When you 
ask Via Lingua to arrange your housing you are required to pay a €100.00 non-refundable 
booking fee to be paid on-site on the first day of classes. In addition, you must leave a €100 security 
deposit with us to cover against damage or breakage which will be returned to you after an 
inspection of the apartment at the end of your stay. You total housing costs, including the booking 
fee and security deposit, must be paid in cash on the first day of the course. If you cancel your 
housing arrangements after they have been confirmed, you will be responsible for a cancellation 
penalty equal to 15 days’ rent.  While it should be stated that the standards of accommodation are 
generally less luxurious than those found in the UK and North America, apartments are clean, 
comfortable. Any special requests or requirements regarding accommodation can be specified on 
the course application form. Via Lingua will do its best to meet these requirements.  

You may choose from the following housing options: 
 
Shared Apartment 
You may book a twin room in selected private apartments. These apartments are 
shared with students from Via Lingua, Italian Students or, sometimes, with the 
owner. You are allowed to use the kitchen and bathroom. All apartments are 
completely furnished. You will be provided with a change of towels and bed linens 
once a week.  
COST: A shared room in a shared apartment STARTS at €400 for one month’s 
rent. 
 
Independent Apartment 
This option is suitable for those who would like the privacy and independence of 
their own furnished apartment. Via Lingua provides furnished studios or small 
apartments for one person or two people travelling together. Bedrooms and 
bathrooms come complete with linens and towels and kitchens have all accessories.  
COST: Prices START at €850 per person for one month’s rent. 
����
A twin room is when two people share a room, which has one or two beds. Please note that this type 
of accommodation can only be booked for two people coming together for the same period. The 
price is per person.  
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Via Lingua® 
ALGHERO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certificate in Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language 

 
Via Lingua Florence CTEFL Application Form  
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Last Name:    First Name:   Middle Name or Initial: 
 
Telephone:        E-mail: 
 
Permanent Home Address Address for correspondence if different:  

Street, Number    Street, Number 

Apartment     Apartment 

City      City 

State      State 

Zip Code     Zip Code 

 
 

Sex:    Male�    Female�  
 
Date of birth (dd/mm/yy) 
 
Nationality: 
 
Level of English: 

Native Speaker Yes �  No�  
(If non native speaker which exams have you taken?) 

 

TOEFL  Date  Score 

Cambridge  Date  Score  Level 

Other   Date  Score  Type 
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Educational Background: 
 
 
Colleges or Universities attended (dates and degrees) 
 
Institution:   Dates:   Degrees 
 
Institution:  Dates:   Degrees:  
 
 
College or University Major:  
 
 
Knowledge of foreign languages: 
 
 
 
Teaching Experience (if any): 
 
 
Employer      Employer 
 
 
Dates:       Dates:  
 
Duties:      Duties: 
 
 
Professional Experience:  
 
Employer:      Employer: 
 
Dates:       Dates:  
 
Duties:      Duties:  
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Describe one of your favourite teachers or favourite courses from your past.  
What makes it so memorable?  Describe in detail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did you find out about the Via Lingua course?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where would you like to teach upon completion of the Via Lingua course?  
 
 
 
 
 
Please give brief details of your reasons for wanting to attend this course:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please describe any travel/living abroad experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to enrol in the course beginning: 
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In order to secure a place on your chosen course, a non-refundable deposit 
of €275.00 is required upon enrolment.  If we do not receive a deposit from 
you, do not consider yourself enrolled.  Please make deposit on the Via 
Lingua main site at www.vialingua.org.  If you prefer you may make a bank 
transfer to the account below:  
 
Istituto Bancario San Paolo di Torino SWIFT: IBSPITTM650 
Sede di Firenze     Account Number 6475 
Via De' Vecchietti, 22r    CAB: 2800 ABI: 1025 CIN: Y 
50123 FLORENCE, ITALY   Istituto Americano 
IBAN IT30 Y010 2502 8001 0000 0006 475 BIC 01025 02800 1000000 6475 
 
In order to book accommodation a credit card number is required.  Please fill 
in your credit card information:  
 
Circle one: Visa/ Mastercard / Eurocard / American Express 
 
Card Number: _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  
 
Expiration date:          /        / 
 
Name and Address of card holder:  
 
Signature: _____________________________________ 
 
 
Is there anything else you feel we should know about you?   
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JOB GUIDANCE 
 
We recognize that the principal reason you’re considering taking a TEFL course is because you 
probably wish to work abroad teaching English, either immediately after completing the course or 
some time in the future.  As such, helping you to secure a job is also one of our principal concerns 
and an area in which we are continually investing time and effort.  During the course you will be 
offered:  
 

 Training sessions on the various aspects of job seeking relevant to a new teacher: adapting 
your resume/CV for EFL teaching, the EFL job interview process and techniques, and an 
information session about the EFL world in general and the various opportunities open to you.   

 
 A one-to-one interview with a job guidance counsellor at the school in order to ascertain 

your wishes and preferences regarding employment after the course and follow up interviews to 
discuss progress made.   

 
 List of schools (upon request) for any city or area in which you are interested in working.   

 
All trainees will be given expert assistance in finding a teaching position, both during and after the 
completion of the course.  
 
Throughout the course trainees are advised on resume and cover letter writing, interviewing 
techniques and are provided with contact information for schools in the region where they are 
interested in teaching. 
 
Via Lingua has close contacts with many language schools throughout the world and is regularly 
approached with requests for teachers.  
 
Trainees will also be given access to current job postings throughout the world. 
 
While all centers are in excellent locations for newly qualified teachers, jobs cannot be guaranteed 
in the city in which a trainee receives their certificate. However, anyone with a TEFL certificate 
should have little trouble in finding a teaching position at one of the many language schools 
worldwide.   
 
Once you are a graduate of Via Lingua, you are always a graduate.  We would like you to keep in 
touch and we invite you not only immediately after completing the course but also at any point in 
the future to contact us for help or advice when seeking a teaching position in any part of the world.   
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TRAINEES 
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